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Claims Some Evidence 7| 
Indicates Prior Knowledge 3 
By Jeremiah OTeary 77! 

Washington Star Staff Writer ‘ 77 ; 

b Investigators for the House Assas-1 
sination Committee have information.’! 
that some persons knew beforehand! 
that President John F. Kennedy and? 
Dr. . Martin Luther King: Jr.' were 
going to be killed,. Chief Counsel 
Richard A. Sprague said today. ’* ^ 

The committee,, under its ’ J new! 
chairman, Rep. Louis Stokes, D-1 
Ohio, immediately- voted to exclude! 
press and public before hearing "the 
details from Sprague. ■ • 77 

Stokes asked Sprague to give the: 
committee-some idea of themature-ofj 
his briefing as soon as he had ap 4 
pointed subcommittees^ for the] 
Kennedy and.. King slayings. The] 
chairman... named; -Rep. ~ Richardson] 
Pre.yer^D-N.C., to.head the_Kennedy 
panel- and- District -Del.- Walter Ev 
Fauntroy to head the King group.:.-/- .4 
Their:; Sprague^-said;, will 

present today vin- detail - information 
we- have gathered' to date.: We have!, 
been unable to do- a. thorough checkij 
on/the; : information- to ascertain if it‘ 
can be corroborated or disproved. 

. “But the sum total of the informal 
tion in both murders would be in the^ 
nature of evidence- indicating 'that'/ 
others- may have had knowledge or 1 
participated in the- assassinations of ! 
President Kennedy and Dr. King4 
This /information^ - would, indicated 
there was some prior knowledge by 
some individuals; 5 ^ 7 ' ,, 7 , - .7 

SPRAGUE'S information may be 
crucial to the continued life of the 
assassination committee,.: which has] 
been paralyzed by ;a feud between 5 
: : / : -77 See PROBE, A-II 


Sprague and the former chairman 
Rep. Henry B. Gonzalez, D-Tex. The 
committee’s funding expires at the 
end of March’ and it is thought the 
committee must demonstrate it has 
uncovered startling new leads in 
order to persuade House members to 
extend the funding. 

Rep. Sam Devine, R-Ohio, asked 
Sprague- whether the information 
gathered by the Sprague staff is new 
or a rehash of what was presented to 
the Warren Commission. . 

| Sprague replied, “The information 
I would be new in some instances and 
additional information in others such 
as information that was available but 
was not presented to the Warren 
Commission in the Kennedy case.” 

. Rep. John Anderson, R-I1L, in- 
quired,, “Does this include people 
who have never testified in the case 
of James Earl Ray?” ■ 7 

Sprague replied, “Correct.” Ray is 
now serving a life term in a Tennes- 
see State prison after having pleaded 
guilty to the slaying of the civil rights- 
leader in 1 Memphis. But Ray. has 
since recanted his confession and is 
demanding a new trial and report- 
edly is willing to testify for the House 
committee. 

Sprague told the panel he is now 
ready to ask for subpoenas for cer- 
tain witnesses- whom he did not pub- 
licly identify. He said he is also ready 
to resume the investigation and to 
send people to interview numbers of 
witnesses to see whether information' 
his staff has received can be proved 
or disproved. - 

YESTERDAY in its first meeting : 
under chairman Stokes, the commit- 
tee voted to fire the only two mem- 
bers of the staff known to be loyal to ! 
Gonzalez. j 

Letters of dismissal were mailed to i 
Edyth Baish and Kenneth Brooten. j 


The action came yesterday after- 
noon shortly after the House voted] 
296-100 to accept Gonzalez’ resigna-! 
tion as chairman. Gonzalez had been 
feuding with Sprague. 

Baisn, 55, acknowledged last week 
that she was the “spy’ Y on the staff' 
who supplied -Gonzalez with seven 
typewritten reports of what she- 
called “Sprague’ pep rallies” and- 
daily telephone reports of staff ac- 
tivities. Baish said she acted out of 
loyalty to Gonzalez, for whom she 
had worked part-time for 4 ! /2 years. 

Brooten, a Florida attorney, had 
been a senior counsel on Sprague’s; 
staff but associated himself with 
Gonzalez’ viewpoint as to how the 
committee staff would function; 

Stokes was appointed yesterday to 
be the committee’s third chairman in 
three, months by House Speaker 
Thomas P. O’Neill. O’Neill named 
Stokes after the House moved with-^ 
out notice to accept Gonzalez’ resig- 
nation yesterday. * - ----- ~ 



